January 2nd, 2011
Epiphany of the Lord

The Federated Church of Paxton
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

Welcome to our guests!
Please take a minute to sign our guest book
located at the back of the sanctuary.

Sharing of Joys, News, Concerns

Opening Prayer (in unison)
Psalm 72, Ephesians 3
God of justice and peace,
abide in our hearts,
that we may be people of your promise.
Rain righteousness and hope
in the dry places of sin and despair.
Shower us with your glory and strength,
that we too may be instruments of your grace—
radiant beams of deliverance for the needy,
justice for the oppressed,
and caring love for the poor.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Prelude

“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
(Silent Prayers)

*BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
*Opening Hymn

“As with Gladness Men of Old”
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*Call to Worship
Isaiah 60, Ephesians 3
One: Arise, shine! Your light has come!
All: The light of Christ Jesus is shining this day.
One: Arise, shine! Your light has come!
All: The light of Christ Jesus is shining for us.
One: You are members of Christ’s body
and share in Christ’s promised salvation.
All: The light of Christ Jesus is shining in us!
One: Arise, shine! You are the light of the world.
All: Christ’s light shines through us with justice and peace.
One: Arise, shine! May our worship be filled with light and love.

*All who are able, PLEASE STAND

*Hymn

“What Star is This, with Beams so Bright”

Youth Moment
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Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Isaiah 60, Matthew 2
Mighty God, too often we want what is yours:
your glory and your power,
for ourselves and for our loved ones.
Humble us, we pray.
Help us remember a dirty stable
and a poor couple caring for their firstborn child,
even as King Herod used all his might
to seek the death of that holy child.
Shine in our lives with your grace and righteousness,
that we may arise as shining beacons
in a world dark with violence and oppression.
Rise up within us, that we may grow into your likeness
and shine with the glory of love and justice.
In the name and hope of the Christ child, we pray. Amen.
(Silent prayer of confession may follow.)

Assurance of Pardon
Arise, shine, dear friends! Your light has come!
The glory of God has risen upon you.
As Christ rises within us, we shine in the darkness,
for grace is ours to receive and to give.
Thanks be to God!

Isaiah 60

Lectionary Scripture
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Response to the Word
Anthem

“Mary, Did You Know?”

Message

“Arise, shine, for your light has come,...”

Grant

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer (in unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Response
“Hear our prayer, O Lord; Hear our prayer, O Lord;
Hear our prayer, O Lord, And grant us Thy peace. Amen.”
Invitation to the Offering (in unison)
Matthew 2
Overwhelmed with joy, the sages of old offered their gifts
to Christ. May we share our gifts and offerings with the
same joy and humility as those wise sages did long ago.
Sharing of our Time, Talent, Treasures
“Sleep Softly Beautiful Jesus”
Ushers: Taylor & Anderson Families

*Hymn

“We Give Thee but Thine Own” (one verse)

*Prayer of Dedication
Sacrament of Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
One: It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
In ancient days, you created us in your image
to be reflections of your glory.
When we fell short, and the brilliance of your light
shining within us dimmed,
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you held our hands and walked with us
out of the garden into all the corners of the earth.
From ancient times, through all the ages,
you have trusted us, redeemed us from sin,
saved us from oppression,
and proclaimed our place as your people.
In the dark wilderness of days gone by
and days yet to come, you shine as a pillar of light
and invite us to shine with you.
And so, with your people on earth,
and all the company of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
One: Holy are you and blessed is the light of the world,
Christ Jesus.
From a humble beginning to a violent death,
Jesus shone with the light of your love and grace.
His ministry and teachings stand even today
as beacons of justice and righteousness
in a world too often darkened by oppression and sin.
Through Jesus’ humble beginnings,
you invite us to humble ourselves and live simply.
Through Christ’s patient love and unfailing grace,
you shine on us with forgiveness and deliverance,
that as your redeemed children,
we might shine in your world
as signs of hope and love.
On the night when Jesus faced the darkness,
he offered signs of light as he took the bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over,
and Jesus prepared to face his darkest fears,
he took the cup, gave thanks to you,

and gave it, even to disciples
who would betray and reject him, saying:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my life
poured out for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.”
With joy and gratitude, we break this bread,
remembering the many times Jesus was revealed
to his disciples in the breaking of the bread.
In remembrance, we will take and eat this bread.
With faith and hope, we take this cup,
remembering Jesus’ ongoing gifts
of grace and forgiveness, poured out for disciples
yesterday, today, and forevermore.
In remembrance, we will take and drink of this cup.
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts
and signs of light and life in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as signs of light and life
in union with Christ’s offering for us
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Communion Prayer
Giving of the Gifts

Prayer of Thanksgiving
*Hymn

“We Three Kings of Orient Are”
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*Benediction
Isaiah 60
One: See and be radiant, for you are the light of the world.
All: Rejoice, for Christ has come and is shining still!
One: Be Christ’s glory, children of God,
shining with love and hope!
TAKING OUT THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
*Postlude

“Song for a New Year”
Organist - Priscilla Andreae

Gilbert Martin

Announcements
Today, January 2nd

Epiphany Sunday
January Birthday & Anniversary Fellowship
following worship

Wednesday, January 5th

12:00 noon ~ PAMA Meeting
7:00 p.m. ~ Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. ~ New! - Youth Group

Thursday, January 6th

UCC Clergy Meeting in Savoy

Monday, January 10th

6:30 p.m.*(Note change in time) ~ Church Council Mtg

Wednesday, January 12th
7:00 p.m. ~ Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. ~ Youth Group

Wednesday, January 19th
7:00 p.m. ~ Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. ~ Youth Group

Sunday, January 23rd

1:30 ~ ASTA Care Service

January Birthdays & Anniversaries
2nd - Dave Adkins
2nd - Bob & Marcella Woodworth Anniversary
7th - Jackie Roy
18th - Tim Silence
21st - Wanda Larson

Lord, We ask thanksgiving, comfort, healing
and faith for these friends and family members
John Goudy - In hospital after suffering from aneurism
Glen Vermette - recuperating from surgery
Grace Funk - recuperating at home

Robin Niewold - recuperating from elbow surgery
Ivan Andreae
Lexi Harbin - recovering from brain tumor
(Russ & Nancy Taylors’ great niece)
Bill Cofel
Casey Swank - home from Afghanistan, serving in Marines

Homebound or in Nursing Homes
Donald & Dorothy Rhodes

Jani Fraim - Room 219, GC Hospital & Health Center
Wanda Larson - La Canada Care Facility, Tucson, AZ

Bob Woodworth - Knights Templar Home (Room 106)
Marcella Woodworth - Prairie Village, Rantoul

Eloise Shear at Gilman Nursing Home, Gilman

For the month of January, please bring
peanut butter, juice boxes & canned soup for the Food
Pantry. As always, all non-perishable food items
are welcomed.
Pastor Colleen Lawrence, Minister
pastorfglc@gmail.com • H (217) 379-2722
Colleen - C (815) 994-0674 • Don - C (815) 994-2262
Rev. Dr. Robert Ross, Pastor Emeritus
Organist - Priscilla Andreae

